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RECOGNIZING HEREDITARY CHIEFS =  RESPECT
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Bridge at Hagwilget

courtesy Royal Museum Archives
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ORAL HISTORY
Canada's First Nations people’s value a legacy of oral tradition that provides an account of 

each group's origins, history, spirituality, lessons of morality, and life skills.  Stories bind a 

community with its past and future, and oral traditions reach across generations, from elder 

to child.  
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FAMILY STRUCTURES
of Northern Carrier Nations 
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SPIRITUALITY AND WELLNESS
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According to Dr. Edgerton Ryerson 
the goal of the churches was to 
“destroy the customs and beliefs of 
the Indian people; to civilize them 
and thus improve and elevate their 
character” 
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The Indian Act 
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"To kill the Indian in the child" 
- Duncan Campbell Scott
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Segregated medical treatment 
facilities for First Nations people 
with a mandate  to protect the 
public from 'Indian Tuberculosis'. 
Hospitals were dependant on 
funding which was received 
through the internment of First 
People, many of whom lost years of 
their lives in the hospitals. 
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INDIAN HOSPITALS



SEGREGATION
=  L O N E L Y  U P B R I N G I N G S



Taking a look at stereotypes



AFTER A PAINFUL HISTORY.. .
First Nations Realities Today



Building trust to enable empowering
services
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 WORLD
VIEW

THE WORLDVIEW OF THE FIRST NATIONS PEOPLE IS 

VASTLY DIFFERENT THAN THAT OF THE EUROPEAN 

IMMIGRANTS WHO SETTLED CANADA.
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