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How Trafficking Happens?




SEX TRAFFICKING

» The use of force, fraud, or coercion to make an
someone engage in commercial sex acts.

= Any commercial sexual activity with a minor, even
without the use force, fraud, or coercion, iIs considered
trafficking.




Canadian Statistics

93% of victims of sex Ontario is considered "the Hub”

trafficking are Canadian m of human trafficking in Canada,

citizens or permanent with 2/3 of cases reported from
residences. Ontario.

Despite being only 4% of the
population, Indigenous women
‘ and girls account for over 50%
of victims in Canada.

Women and girls make of .
97% of all reported cases
of sex trafficking.

o .
Over 74% of victims are ® ® 92% ofvictims I_<ne_w the person
accused of trafficking them. Most

under the age of 25 when . .
. . commonly, victims were trafficked
first trafficked ) :

by a friend or acquaintance.

*(Source: StatsCan) -






Risk Factors for tratticking

Youth at High Risk of Being Trafficked:
= Female

= |Indigenous

= LGBTQ+2

= Black or racialized

= Migrants and New Immigrants

= Marginalized

History of:




 Appearance:
» Dressed inappropriate for weather
* Branded & Bruising

y— o Si f self-h
Recognizing the Signs of seff-harm
« Demeanor:
» Hostile or Angry
» Anxious & Nervous
» Fearful or submissive

signs

 Language:

» Speaks openly about sex

» John, trick, “the life or game”

» Boyfriend “daddy” or “My man”




Dynamics of

Tratficking

*(Source:

COERCION and
THREATS

Threatens to harm victim
or family @ Threatens
to expose or shame
victim e Threatens
to report to
police or
immigration

money earned e Prohibits access
to finances e Limits resources to
a small allowance

USING PRIVILEGE
Treats victim like a servant

e Uses gender, age or nationality to
suggest superiority ® Uses certain
victims to control others e Hides or
destroys important documents

&

PHYSICAL ABUSE

Shoves, slaps, hits, punches, kicks,
strangles @ Burns, brands, tattoos
® Denies food/water ® Exposes
to harmful chemicals
® Forces pregnancy

SEXUAL
ABUSE

Uses sexual assault
as punishment or
means of control

® Forces victim to have
sex multiple times a day
with strangers e Treats
victim as an object for
monetary gain ® Normalizes
sexual violence and

drug addiction as
means of
control

INTIMIDATION

Harms other victims, children
or pets ® Displays or uses
weapons @ Destroys
property e Lies about
police involvement
in trafficking
situation

POWER

CONTROL

EMOTIONAL
ABUSE

Humiliates in front of others
o Calls names e Plays mind games
® Makes victim feel guilt/blame for
situation @ Convinces victim they’re
the only one that cares about them

ISOLATION
Keeps confined ® Accompanies

to public places e Creates distrust of
police/others ® Moves victims to
different locations @ Doesn’t allow
victim to learn English or to go
to school @ Denies
access to children,
family and friends

DENYING,
BLAMING,

MINIMIZING,
Makes light of abuse or
exploitation e Denies that
anything illegal or exploitative
is occurring @ Places blame
on the victim for the
trafficking situation

selling sex

Polaris Project)




Why do victims go back?

=Feelings of
attachment to a
trafficker

=Distrust of law
enforcement

=Misinformation and
false promises

=Feelings of
attachment to The
Life/The Game




How COVID-19 Has Amplified Vulnerability?




The Impact of
COVID-I9

“Already-vulnerable populations are
bearing the brunt of the health impacts
of COVID-19. This amplified impact of

COVID-19 on vulnerable populations

has important implications for
individuals at risk of or exploited in

human trafficking.”
(JAMA Pediatric)




Emerging Issues

Isolation: Isolation from social networks and Access 1o services: Due to mass closures
support systems put vulnerable youth at and reduced hours, youth face a lack of
greater risk of: resources that they have relied on:

= Child abuse " Housing

= Domestic/Intimate partner violence = Education _

= Sexual violence = Transportation

Financial insecurity: Due to business Soclal barriers: Due to stay-at-home orders
shutdowns, and mass law-offs, many youth youth will increasingly use online resources for
and their families will be financially impacted: social interaction.

= Low-wage workers = Social media

= Contract workers = Gaming

=  Seasonal workers = Remote sex work




Online Activity

It can start with a simple message like “Hello
Beautiful.”

Showering attention, compliments, and online
engagement.

Pressure or threats for victims to send sexually
explicit imagery and videos.

Blackmail victims with the threat of sharing or
selling photos or videos to keep victims under
their control.




Sex Trafﬁclqng
Intersectionality

Factors of Increased Vulnerability:

= Race

= Gender

= |dentity

=  Sexuality

= Nationality
= Ability

= (Class

= Economics
= Religion

How Intersectionality Increases Vulnerability:

More likely to face:
= Systemic racism and oppression
= Homophobia and transphobia

More likely to be:
= Lower socioeconomic status, i.e. wealth gap
= Unemployed or underemployed

Less likely:
= To be identified or seen as victims
= To access services and programs



I Maintaining support for vulnerable youth

= Help youth create a safety plan that includes
tools to manage physical/mental health, well
being, and financial security.

= Build resiliency. Help youth by sharing tools
and resources that strengthen resilience.

» Help youth access services such as housing
and food banks.

» Collaborate with agencies to maximize
supports and resources.




“Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful,
committed citizens can change the world; indeed,
it's the only thing that ever has.”

= Margaret Mead




Resources

NATIONAL HUMAN TRAFFICKING HOTLINE

CONFIDENTIAL | TOLL-FREE | 24/7




| R | SE Thank You!




References

= Cotter, A. (2020, June 23). This Juristat article profiles human trafficking incidents that came to the
attention of Canadian police between 2009 and 2018. Retrieved October 13, 2020, from
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/85-002-x/2020001/article/00006-eng.htm

» How Human Trafficking Happens. (2020, February 18). Retrieved October 13, 2020, from
https://polarisproject.org/how-human-trafficking-happens/

» Human Trafficking. (2018, November 09). Retrieved October 13, 2020, from
https://www.justice.gov/humantrafficking

= Sex Trafficking|Sexual Violence|Violence Prevention|Injury Center|CDC. (2020, January 30).
Retrieved October 13, 2020, from
https://www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/sexualviolence/trafficking.html

= Slaughter, S. (n.d.). Human Trafficking Intersectionality [Scholarly project, 2018]. Retrieved October
13, 2020, from https://sunnyslaughter.com/

= Todres, J., & Diaz, A. (2020). COVID-19 and Human Trafficking—the Amplified Impact on Vulnerable
Populations. JAMA Pediatrics. doi:10.1001/jamapediatrics.2020.3610



https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/85-002-x/2020001/article/00006-eng.htm
https://www.justice.gov/humantrafficking
https://sunnyslaughter.com/

