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Children deserve the 
best we have to offer 
during times of peace 

and prosperity, 
and even more so during 

times of crisis. 



COVID-19 AND THE IMPACT ON 
CHILDREN





Harnessing data with leading experts

The Raising Canada report was produced in partnership with:

• Statistics Canada

• The O’Brien Institute for Public Health 

• The Alberta Child Health Research Institute 

The report also leveraged the thought leadership and subject matter 
expertise of CFC’s Council of Champions, including Boost Child & 
Youth Advocacy Centre  



All top 10 threats 

to children are 

worsening, or at 

risk of worsening, 

as a result of the 

pandemic. 













NATIONAL LOCKDOWN & THE IMPACT TO 

EDUCATION
• Inequitable access to childcare 

and education

• Patchwork of approaches 

across the country

• Lack of access to 

technology & bandwidth  

• Schools as a gateway to other 

rights (protection from 

violence, mental health, food 

security, physical activity, 

recreation/play, etc.)

• Loss of employment for 

parents caring for children and 

supporting educational needs

• Children’s lack of involvement 

in policy making and decisions 

around returning to school 



Appoint a federal 
Commissioner for 
Children and Youth

1

Create a national strategy 
to tackle the top 10 
threats to children in 
Canada and ensure the 
full protection of children’s 
rights

2

Publish a children’s 
budget that includes 
dedicated resources to 
address the top 10 
threats to children in 
Canada, as well as $250 
million to mitigate the 
impact of COVID-19 on 
children

3









RETURN TO SCHOOL AND THE 
SECOND WAVE OF COVID-19

















Children First Canada is partnering with 

StatsCan to better understand the impacts of 

COVID-19 on children and families.

This process will connect Canadian children 

and youth with industry leaders and decision-

makers. Now more than ever, we need to act 

with children, not for them.

Stay tuned for more information in January!



Gaps and Opportunities 

• Reporting on the impact of the crisis on violence against children 
• Gaps in national, provincial and local data 

• No single source of truth (ex. How to report) 

• Coordinated advocacy response with clear messages for:
• Policy makers

• Parents

• Teachers 

• Children

• Pending election in Spring 2021  



The question is not 

whether we can afford to 

invest in every child, it’s a 

question of whether we 

can afford not to.
Marian Wright Edelman



For more information:

info@childrenfirstcanada.org

www.childrenfirstcanada.org

www.nationalchildday.org

Twitter: @children1stca

Instagram: @children1stca

Facebook: childrenfirstcanada


