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Gaps in Knowledge in Canada 

Updates on JUSTICE Canada projects: 

 
§  Multi-site study on CACs 

§  Compendium of CACs around the world 

§  New research products  
 
§  The role of the victim advocate 
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Gaps in Knowledge - Examples of Research and Products 
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Child and youth victims of police-reported crime, 2011 

•  In 2011, over 70,000 children and youth were the victims of police-reported 
crime.  

 
•  Assault (Level 1) was the most common violent crime reported to the police 

committed against children and youth  with more than 28,000 child and youth 
victims. 

•  In general, boys were at a greater risk of being victims of Assault (Levels 1,2 
and 3) (57%) in comparison to girls (43%). Girls were at a greater risk of being a 
victim of Sexual Assault (Levels 1,2 and 3) (82%) and Other Sexual 
Offences*(78%) than boys (18% and 22%, respectively). 

 
•  Sexual offences against children and youth were most commonly perpetrated by 

someone known to the victim (88%). 
 

Source : Statistics Canada, Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics, Incident-based Uniform Crime Reporting (UCR2) Survey 2011. 
*Other sexual offences include sexual interference, invitation to sexual touching, sexual exploitation, incest, anal intercourse, bestiality and voyeurism.. 
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Youth aged 15 to 17 experience the highest rate of violent victimization- 
2011 

Notes: Excludes victims of unknown age or gender. Based on full-year data submitted by police services representing 99% of the Canadian population.  
Source : Statistics Canada, Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics, Incident-based Uniform Crime Reporting (UCR2) Survey 2011. 
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Police-reported sexual assault against children (0-17 years), by age of 
victim, Canada, 2011 
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Notes: Sexual assault includes sexual assault levels 1-3.  Excludes victims of unknown age or gender 
 Source: Statistics Canada, Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics, Incident-based Uniform Crime Reporting (UCR2) Survey, 2011. 
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Police-reported sexual offences against children (0 to 17 years), 
by province/territory, 2009 
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Sexual Assault Other Sexual Offences

Rates for sexual assault and other sexual offences are calculated per 100,000 population 0 to 17 years. 
Notes:  Sexual assault includes sexual assault levels 1-3.  Other sexual offences include sexual interference, invitation to sexual touching, sexual exploitation, incest, 

bestiality and luring a child via the Internet. Also, a small number of incidents of corrupting morals of a child and anal intercourse are included.   Victim data are not 
available for parent/guardian procuring sexual activity or indecent acts in the presence of a person under 16 years of age.  As such, these offences are not 
included. Excludes victims of unknown age or gender.   

Source: Statistics Canada, Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics,  Incident-based Uniform Crime Reporting (UCR2) Survey, 2009.  

Canada’s rate of sexual assault (157) 

Canada’s rate of other sexual assault (44) 



For more information 

Susan McDonald, LLB, PhD     
Principal Researcher      
Research and Statistics Division     
Department of Justice Canada     
284 Wellington, 6th Floor      
Ottawa, ON K1A OH8      
Tel: (613) 957-9315      
Email:  smcdonal@justice.gc.ca   
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